St. Sava Orthodox Church

Announcements

MAKING D ISCIPLES

On March 12, Archbishop Alexander issued a
letter of guidance for the Clergy and Faithful
of the Diocese of the South in light of developments in the COVID-19 pandemic. This letter may be read in full on the diocesan website at www.dosoca.org.

OF OUR

N EIGHBORS

Schedule

All faithful are asked to remain at home
effective through March 29.
Services will be available to view online.

In brief,
All parish events and activities, except for
the Sunday Liturgies of St. Basil, the Vesperal
Liturgy on the Great Feast of the Annunciation, and the Presanctified Liturgies, are cancelled through March 29th.
·

Saturday (March 21)
No Service

Saturday (March 28)
No Service

Sunday (March 22)

Sunday (March 29)

*3rd Sunday of Lent;
The Holy Cross*

*4th Sunday of Lent;
St John of the Ladder*

9:30am—Divine Liturgy

Wednesday (March 25)

*Feast of the Annunciation*

All faithful should remain at home, even at
the time of the Divine Liturgy. A minimum of
clergy, chanters, and servers will be present
for the services. Those at home are encouraged to participate in the prayers by watching an internet webcast of the service.
·

9:30am—Divine Liturgy

Wednesday (April 01)
6:30pm—Presanctified Liturgy

6:30pm—Vesperal Divine Liturgy

Thursday (April 02)
6:30pm—Matins with the Great
Canon of St. Andrew of Crete and
the Life of St. Mary of Egypt

‘

Friday (March 27)
6:30pm—Presanctified Liturgy

For our parish, the live stream of services may be
viewed at www.facebook.com/stsavatx.

Friday (April 03)
6:30pm—Presanctified Liturgy

Our Parish Rector, Fr. Photius Avant, may be reached via either (972) 612-3881 or
fatherphotius@gmail.com, or at the parish during the office hours listed below.

Office hours are suspended until further notice.
Contact Fr. Photius directly for an appointment.

Parish Income

Visit our website at stsavaoca.org to keep up to date with the church
calendar, Fr. Photius’ sermons, upcoming events, photos and more!

Our monthly budget target is $22,500 with a yearly goal of $270k

parish version

Current YTD income is approximately $6,000 behind pace.
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Sunday, March 22, 2020
Third Sunday of Lent
Veneration of the Holy Cross
Hieromartyr Basil of Ancyra (4th C.)

Commemorations

Today’s Service

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT — Tone 7.
Veneration of the Cross.
Hieromartyr Basil of Ancyra (362-363). Martyr Drosida,
daughter of Emperor Trajan (1st-2nd c.). Ven. Isaac,
Founder of the Dalmatian Monastery at Constantinople
(4th c.). Monastic Martyr Euthymius of Prodromou (Mt.
Athos—1814).
Hymns
By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death.
To the thief Thou didst open Paradise.
For the Myrrhbearers Thou didst change weeping into joy,
and Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ God,
to proclaim that Thou art risen,
granting the world great mercy.
(Resurrectional Troparion—Tone 7)

O Lord, save Thy people,
and bless Thine inheritance!
Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians
over their adversaries;
and by virtue of Thy Cross,
preserve Thy habitation!
(Troparion of the Cross)

Now the flaming sword no longer guards the gates of Eden;
it has been mysteriously quenched by the wood of the Cross.
The sting of death and the victory of hell have been vanquished;
for Thou, O my Savior, hast come and cried to those in hell:
“Enter again into Paradise!”
(Kontakion for the Cross)

Before Thy Cross, we bow down in worship, O Master,
and Thy holy Resurrection, we glorify.
(Sung in place of the Trisagion)

Readings
John 20:1-10 (7th Matins Gospel)
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was
still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. Then she ran
and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and said to
them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where
they have laid Him.” Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going
to the tomb. So they both ran together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came
to the tomb first. And he, stooping down and looking in, saw the linen cloths lying
there; yet he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the
tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying there, and the handkerchief that had been
around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded together in a place by
itself. Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw
and believed. For as yet they did not know the Scripture, that He must rise again from
the dead. Then the disciples went away again to their own homes.

Hebrews 4:14-5:6 (Epistle)
Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest
who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are,
yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. For every high priest taken from
among men is appointed for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both
gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can have compassion on those who are ignorant and
going astray, since he himself is also subject to weakness. Because of this he is required as for the people, so also for himself, to offer sacrifices for sins. And no man
takes this honor to himself, but he who is called by God, just as Aaron was. So also
Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was He who said to Him:
“You are My Son, today I have begotten You.” As He also says in another place: “You
are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek”.

Mark 8:34-9:1 (Gospel)
When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to them,
“Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for
My sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole
world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For
whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of
him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father
with the holy angels.” And He said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that there are
some standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of God present
with power.”

Books and Discussion
We are reading A Christian Ending, by J. Mark and Elizabeth J. Barna.
If you are an Orthodox Christian who wishes to be prepared and buried in
the ancient fashion, please read along with us and
discuss this desire with your family. Because this feature was not printed in last week’s bulletin, the recommended sections for week 2 are included as well.

Weeks 2 and 3 (of 5), please read:
Chapters 3, 4, and 5
Chapters 6, 7, and 8

For contemplation and discussion:
"Death is not natural.” (p.51)
Does this statement confirm or challenge your previously held belief? If it challenges, what or whom in the history of the Apostolic Church did you draw upon for
your belief? If it confirms, what have you done to prepare for death and who
knows the details of that preparation?

“The real enemy is sin, which separates us from God. Separation from
God, the source of life, is the only true death.” (p.63)
Does this statement comfort you or convict you?

If it comforts you, is it because you are without sin?
If it convicts you, is it because there are therapies of the Church that you neglect
which will bring you into communion with God—Obedience, Confession, Eucharist?

Reflections
Keeping in mind our previous theme of preparation, it is fitting to turn to the service of Vespers. This
service, as its name indicates, is held in the evening just prior to sunset. In ancient and present times
alike it could be a beginning to a night vigil or flow directly into the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. In
this way it serves as prelude to what follows through reorienting us at the close of the day. Other names,
as lucernarium and licinicon, reveal its theme as that of light. It is this act of prayer at the lighting of the
evening lamps that is the defining characteristic of vespers, the roots of which act are found in the evening lamp of the Mosaic tabernacle (Leviticus 24) and its temple successors. The Church inherited this and,
as in Christ all things are made new, instilled the rite with fresh meaning. In Jerusalem at daily evening
worship in the Church of the Anastasis, or Resurrection, a lamp was brought out of the sepulcher, representing the light and presence of Christ in the midst of the congregation. This practice influenced the
present-day entrance. Adorning this central rite are the numerous psalms and hymns sung in the service.
The present shape is a hybrid of the sung or asmatic form sung in cathedrals and of the monastic
form of vespers. Both forms owe a debt to Palestine, via the Jerusalem cathedral and the St. Sabbas
Lavra, respectively. The synthesis of the two came to prevail, especially after times of turmoil caused the
elaborate sung office to fall into disuse, as in 11th C. Jerusalem and 13th C. Constantinople. However,
Novgorod and Thessaloniki retained this old cathedral usage to a later date.
As celebrated today, it begins with the proemial (introductory) Psalm 103. From there a Kathisma in
whole or part is read or sung from the psalter. Then we sing “Lord, I have cried” from Psalms 140, 141,
129, (and 116,) together constituting the lamplighting psalms, followed immediately by the entrance with
lamps and the singing of Phos Hilaron, O Gladsome Light. This latter hymn is of ancient provenance and
was cited by St. Basil as such in his defense of the Trinity. Sometimes there are readings and a Lity. In
the Lity service all process to the narthex for intercessory prayer, recalling the Jerusalemite practice of
processing to Golgotha after Vespers to remember the taking down and burial of the body of Christ
which occurred at that hour. Towards the end of Vespers, we close with ”Vouchsafe, O Lord” and with
the Nunc Dimittis, St. Simeon’s Prayer. Vespers is of course much richer than this, and though space
does not permit discussion of the seven silent prayers at the beginning, the litanies, and the stichera
verses, these are all worth exploring.
A helpful interpretation of the entire service has been suggested as one encompassing Creation, Fall
and Repentance, and Redemption. The opening psalm recalls the grandeur of creation and God’s faithful
care of all its creaturely inhabitants. The ”Lord, I have cried” psalms reflect our supplication for deliverance as we await in exile. And in the O Gladsome Light and Nunc Dimittis hymns we rejoice at beholding
the light of our redemption in Christ.

